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9.3

base, with a layer of a few mm of Geocoll® and the stone fitted 

immediately, is the wrong procedure. Pieces installed in the first 

few minutes will adhere perfectly, but as time passes the coat 

will undergo initial shrinkage, making the base fragile and at 

risk, with the possibility/certainty that the stone subsequently 

installed will detach (see section 10 Breakage and Detachment).

9.3 EXPANSION JOINTS

Leave joints free, putting the stone in the immediate vicinity. If 

joints are to be disguised glue the stone onto one of the supports 

with the larger surface, leaving the rest free to move. By doing so 

the joint will follow the shape of the stone and become invisible 

when grouting is completed. If the grout cracks over time it can 

be restored by simply replacing the grout.

9.4  INSTALLATION TIMES

Installation times vary depending on the model used. The 

longest times are required for the Moderno, Toce and Blumone 

models, whereby an expert installer would take one day to install 

approximately 6-8 m2 using a dry-stacking technique.  Models 

with reasonably regular shapes such as Londra, Bergamo, 

Vallese, Castello Inglese can be installed at a rate of 10-15 

m2 per day. Models with unspecified installation times, such as 

Lavone, Botticino and Turano, make it possible to achieve 15-20 

m2 per day. The Scaglia and Monte Panel models (consisting 

of modules with heights of 10 cm and 12.5 cm respectively 

and variable length, designed for dry-stacking installation) have 

been specially designed to speed up installation times (20-25 

m2/day), but the ‘natural’ effect obtained with other models is 

compromised to some extent. Furthermore, their presumed easy 

installation often means essential rules are ignored, resulting in 

most of the issues with detachment that have transpired to date.

All installation times indicated are based on the work being 

carried out by industry experts.
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CONCEALING EXPANSION JOINTS 

9.1 LONG HORIZONTAL COURSES

Present day use of stone as an aesthetic rather than a 

loadbearing feature still requires knowledge and respect for the 

construction logic that underlay the use of this material.

HORIZONTAL JOINTS are very important for making the 

wall structure look authentic and can be of varying lengths 

depending on taste and model. VERTICAL JOINTS must 

never be interrupted or continue above the height of an 

individual stone.

Each stone must be staggered with respect to the stone 

underneath in order to ‘connect’ them and give the wall 

coherence (see side diagrams).

9.2 PANEL MODELS

The P12 Monte Panel, P16 Scaglia and P36 Rigo models are 

constituted by panels. As with the other series they have been 

produced manually and do not have regular profiles as ceramic 

products do, therefore they may have slight irregularities at the 

edges which can be corrected at the time of installation. 

The same installation rules for other models still apply, but the 

procedure is quicker due to the configuration of the pieces, 

which enables a layered installation with one positioned on the 

other, staggering the vertical joints. 

Mark a horizontal line and control the course pattern with 

a straight edge and level.

Prepare the aforementioned corrections on pieces as required 

using a diamond wheel. Any pieces broken when being 

transported can be used at the ends of walls or for butting 

along with the others. IPositioning on the wall is very similar 

to that of standard ceramic tiles, but the characteristics of the 

material and its configuration require a completely different 

adhesive and base to be used.

Almost all issues that have transpired with Geopietra® 

products resulting from incorrect installation have occurred 

with these two panel models, due to their presumed ease 

of use.

To avoid any problems, after assessing and preparing the base 

install as follows:

Spread Geocoll® over the entire base of the panel as with all 

other models, and not in a random dotted pattern.

Installation must always be implemented with a double 

wet-on-wet application, spreading the Geocoll® on both 

surfaces and sticking the stone to the base using pressure and 

small sideways movements to ensure perfect adhesion. 

Lack of adhesive makes the work flimsy and thermal expansion 

and knocks will almost inevitably cause breakage.

Even an application of several square metres on the installation 
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On the Geopietra channel

you can watch the video:

“Masking Joints” and

“Dry-stack Installation”.
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